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His military career took him across the
United States and to bases in Germany and
South Korea. While in Germany, Wardell Tur-
ner was recognized for saving a young wom-
an’s life as she attempted to jump off a bridge.
He was later deployed to Bosnia in the 1990’s
and then to Irag in 2003. He served in military
police units beginning in 1993, most recently
with the 720th Police Battalion based at Fort
Hood, Texas. Earning the Bronze Star, the
Purple Heart, and other Meritorious Service
Medals along the way, he steadily climbed the
enlisted ranks and was promoted to Sgt. Maj.
in 2013.

Sgt. Maj. Turner was assigned to the head-
quarters of the U.S. Army Garrison at Fort
Drum in New York when he was sent to Af-
ghanistan in July of 2014 during Operation En-
during Freedom. There he served as the sen-
ior enlisted advisor for the Combined Security
Transition Command-Afghanistan in Kabul
whose primary mission was the training of Af-
ghan security forces. Sgt. Maj. Turner had
planned for this to be his last deployment,
hoping to retire in a year or so and spend
more time with his family. Those that knew
him described him as highly organized and a
devoted family man.

Prior to his death, just before Thanksgiving,
he had found time to gather and ship Christ-
mas gifts to his family back home. According
to his wife, Katherine, despite his being unable
to be home for the holidays, these gifts, and
the effort he made to make sure they arrived
on time, highlighted just how much his family
meant to him, and him to them.

Sergeant Turner was killed on November,
24, 2014, when his convoy was hit by an IED
while on patrol in Eastern Kabul.

Sergeant Turner's son, Devin Turner, who
was also enlisted in the Army and was de-
ployed to Afghanistan at the time, planned to
share Thanksgiving with his father. Tragically,
he was informed a few days before the holi-
day that his father had been killed. Specialist
Turner escorted his father's casket home.
After his father’s funeral, Specialist Turner, de-
spite his loss, returned to Afghanistan to finish
his tour. According to Devin, his father would
have supported his decision to return to duty
and didn’t believe in leaving your business un-
finished.

Sgt. Maj. Turner was laid to rest at Arlington
National Cemetery in January of 2015. Mem-
bers of his family say that they found peace in
his sacrifice knowing he died doing what he
loved . . . serving his country.

Sgt. Maj. Wardell Turner has left a lasting
legacy in our community. In 2016 Towson Uni-
versity created the “Wardell Turner Scholar-
ship” to be awarded annually to a defensive
back on the football team that is in good aca-
demic standing and demonstrates the qualities
and attributes exemplified by Mr. Turner.
Those enumerated qualities include leader-
ship, selfless service, and commitment.

Last year, friends, family and high school
teammates gathered at the Wicomico Pres-
byterian Church to retire his Bennett High
School jersey and to celebrate his life and his
military service. During the ceremony, Mayor
Jake Day of Salisbury, Maryland proclaimed
October 28, 2017, as “Sgt. Maj, Wardell Tur-
ner Day”.

His legacy survives and continues with his
five children, Shayla, Quinton, Devin, Wardell
Il, Xavier, several grandchildren, and his de-
voted wife, Katherine.
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Mr. Speaker, Sgt. Maj. Wardell Turner is a
true American hero. His life of courage and
service provides an example for us all. It is my
pleasure to offer this bill to rename the Salis-
bury post office the Sgt. Maj. Wardell B. Tur-
ner Post Office building. | urge my colleagues
to support this legislation that honors one of
the Eastern Shore’s favorite sons.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

———

CAPTAIN JOSHUA E. STEELE POST
OFFICE

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 5737) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 108 West D
Street in Alpha, Illinois, as the ‘‘Cap-
tain Joshua E. Steele Post Office’’, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5737

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CAPTAIN JOSHUA E. STEELE POST
OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 108
West D Street in Alpha, Illinois, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Captain Josh-
ua E. Steele Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Captain Joshua E.
Steele Post Office”’.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

————

BILL HARRIS POST OFFICE

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 5868) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 530 Clare-
mont Avenue in Ashland, Ohio, as the
“Bill Harris Post Office”, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5868

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. BILL HARRIS POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 530
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Claremont Avenue in Ashland, Ohio, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Bill Harris
Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Bill Harris Post Of-
fice”.

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer legislation to honor a good man, a faithful
public servant, a veteran, and a friend to the
people of the great state of Ohio by renaming
the Post Office in Ashland, Ohio after former
Ohio Senate President, Bill Harris.

Bill served our nation as a United States
Marine for 23 years. He completed tours of
duty in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. His ac-
tions led to him being awarded the Bronze
Star twice and the Vietnam Medal of Honor.
He rose to the rank of Major and retired in
1977.

Shortly thereafter, Bill found himself moving
to Ashland, Ohio and opening a car dealer-
ship. It is still run by the Harris family. Bill was
an active member of his community, serving
as chairman of the Ashland Area Chamber of
Commerce and was a member of the Board
for the Ashbrook Center at Ashland University.

| got to know Bill when we served in the
Ohio legislature together. While he was in the
Senate, | served in the House. Bill was Ohio
Senate President when he led them to enact
major reforms to Ohio’s tax code. He also had
a passion for making Ohio’s higher education
system better and more affordable. But | also
got to know Bill on a personal level. After Bill
broke his leg slipping on ice in 2009, he was
unable to drive. Since | lived the closest to
him, | drove him down to Columbus while he
was recovering. We spent many hours talking,
sometimes about politics and state govern-
ment, but mostly about family and life. He told
me stories and imparted his wisdom on those
drives from Ashland to Columbus and back.

Bill Harris dedicated his life to his family and
friends, his community and country. | offer this
legislation as a way to honor Bill's legacy and
recognize his achievements. | ask for my col-
leagues’ support of this bill to rename the Post
Office in Bill’'s hometown of Ashland after him
as thanks for his commitment to Ashland, the
State of Ohio, and to America.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

———

LOGAN S. PALMER POST OFFICE

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 5935) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 13556 North
Meridian Road in Harristown, Illinois,
as the ‘“Logan S. Palmer Post Office”’,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5935

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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